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practical reform. While such, tastes prevailed at Court
the road was plainly open for a rising man who, once a
Tory, combined a sober appetite for administrative detail
with a quite unusual degree of earnestness. Eminently
qualified to shine in these surroundings, he was Peel's
disciple and a faithful follower of Aberdeen ; and it was not
surprising that Mr. Gladstone found himself completely at
home, whilst a more questionable figure moved in the gloom
of Opposition, coruscating to select gatherings of younger
sons and incurring the stern disapproval of a royal pen, that
wrote sharply to Sir Robert that " the House of Commons
ought to be ashamed of having such Members as Ld G.
Bentinck and that detestable Mr. D'Israeli."

The reign was brusquely interrupted by the tragic and
premature removal of the Prince Consort. The conse-
quences for the Queen were cruel, since the wound never
healed. The years crept by on broken wings ; but she was
haunted to the end by the memory of all that she had lost.
For now she was alone, left to the company of dutiful prin-
cesses and sympathetic peeresses. It was a melancholy
fate. The consequences to her subjects were, at first, less
apparent. There was a becoming interval of royal mourn-
ing, of complete withdrawal from public activities, which
impatient critics'ultimately felt to be somewhat unduly pro-
longed. But the same tone which had prevailed in Albert's
lifetime continued after he was gone ; if anything, it was a
shade intensified; and there could be no doubt that the
reigning monarch was still Victoria II. A distinguished
sceptic has speculated on the course of history, if Albert's
life had been prolonged. The speculation is superfluous,
because his Queen's devotion actually prolonged it as an
influence on public life. For years she was content to act
as he would have acted ; fond recollections of his thought
remained her sole criterion of public duty; and royal
decisions were taken after consultation with some inner
oracle, which told her what Albert would have done. This
pathetic circumstance served to prolong his influence and